
Topic: Dealing with Tragedy
Movie: Soul Surfer
Bible Passage: Romans 8:28-29
Activity: Good News, Bad News
Instruct students to form pairs or groups of 3-4 depending on size of overall group. Give each pair a newspaper and a pair of scissors.  Have students read through the paper and cut out articles that they would classify as “good” (positive, happy, beneficial to society). Next, have them read through the paper and cut out stories that they would classify as “bad” (negative, tragedy, disaster, etc.) At the end of the activity, give each group an opportunity to share some of the articles they found.

Before the movie clip, say: As we read through the newspaper, it is pretty clear that there is a lot of “bad” news.  It seems like a lot of bad stuff happens—and sometimes to really good people. When disaster hits, it leaves people wondering how and why God would allow such things to happen.

This was the feeling of Bethany Hamilton after her accident.  Bethany was a rising star in professional surfing when disaster struck. While Bethany was surfing with friends, a shark attacked her.  The accident with the shark left Bethany with only a few inches of her left arm.  This tragedy made everything more difficult for Bethany, especially surfing.  Surfing was her job, her hobby, and her life.  She couldn’t understand why God had allowed this to happen.  After the accident, Bethany was searching for answers to this question.  On a mission trip to Thailand to help victims of the tsunami, Bethany discovered her answer to this question.

[Play Movie Clip]
Location:
Start @ 1:14:39—Scene begins as Bethany is feeding on the soup line
Stop @ 1:18:27—End as victims and volunteers are playing in the ocean
Clip Description: As she is assisting the tsunami victims, she encounters a young boy who has lost everything.  Bethany’s interaction with the boy helps her to see the larger picture.  She learns that surfing is not everything. God reveals to her a great purpose that is His Glory!

After the clip, say: Bethany did not understand why the bad things happened to her. How could God allow these things to happen?  The truth is, whether God allows these things to happen or not, all things happen to bring Him glory.  In this case, Bethany’s accident helped her to see that there was more to life than surfing.  She discovered that God had a greater plan for her life.  And she learned that her accident actually gave her the opportunity to share the Gospel with so many more people. Through her accident, God was brought glory.  In fact, millions have seen this movie and her story continues to inspire lives.

When tragedy comes, we have to trust that God’s plan is still good and working. Even when we don’t understand the bad things that happen, God promises that He will use them to build His kingdom. Listen to His promise…

Read Romans 8:28
Paul wrote these words to remind us that God is in control.  While we may not understand why bad things happen, God has a plan to use them.  God may be strengthening your faith, or He may be giving you the opportunity to share your faith with others.  As Christians, God does not promise us that bad things will never happen.  However, He does promise that these events will bring us closer to Him and more like Christ.  Listen to the next verse…

Read Romans 8:29
God uses the hard times to help us “be conformed to the image of His Son.”  C.S. Lewis, the author of The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, once said, “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” His point was that we learn the most about God and His love for us when we’re in tough times.  So, why do bad things happen? Scripture doesn’t give a simple answer for “why” bad things happen, but it does promise us that God’s plan is greater and every event—good and bad—brings Him glory! 

[Be careful not to mislead students as you teach this lesson.  The Bible gives multiple options for why suffering occurs. Suffering can be:  a consequence of personal sin, a consequence of corporate sin, a test of our faith, a display of God’s power and grace, or an attack from Satan.  If you have time, it may be beneficial to teach on each of these.  For the sake of this lesson, we want to stick to the overarching truth that God’s sovereignty is supreme.  His will will be done no matter what.]
Break into small groups for the following discussion.
Read and discuss the following Scriptures as a small group:
Romans 8:18

2 Cor. 4:15-18

Heb 2:18

1 Pet 2:21

1 Pet 4:13-14

For each passage of Scripture, answer these questions:
What does this verse say about suffering?

How does this verse reveal God’s sovereignty over suffering?

How are we supposed to react to suffering?

What example has Jesus Christ given us for reacting to suffering?

End the discussion by sharing a personal story of how tragedy came into your life and how you saw God work through this disaster. Keep the story appropriate for preteens, but be genuine and transparent while sharing. 

