
SCHOOL DAYS

Week 1: Acceptance

Bottom Line: Accept everyone and reject no one.

Bible:  Matthew 8:1–4

[Slide 1 - Intro Slide]

LARGE GROUP

Today we are starting a new series called SCHOOL DAYS. School isn’t easy for many reasons. You’ve got homework, teachers who seem to be out to get you, mean classmates, friends who let you down, and so on. Each week we are going to talk about how to deal with typical school issues like these. We’ll explore what God says and what to do when you face them.

During the series you’ll be watching movie clips from the first Diary of a Wimpy Kid movie to help you “get” each week’s bottom line. How many of you have seen it? Cool! Before we dive into today’s topic, let’s see how much you know about the movie.

Play “How Much Do You Know?” PowerPoint Game.
· Game is included in the folder labeled Week 1.

· If you do not have PowerPoint, play without it by simply asking the questions out loud or writing each question on newsprint.
· Display PowerPoint Presentations for free without having the software. Simply google Download PowerPoint Viewer For Free.
· Give a fun prize to the winning team.
Great job everyone! All this talk about Diary of a Wimpy Kid makes me want to watch it. Keep your eyes glued to the screen while we watch a clip from the movie.

 [Play movie clip]

Location:  Start 34:26 & Stop 36:53

Description: Greg tries to make Rowley cool.

Greg, the main character in the movie, thought his long time friend, Rowely, would prevent him from being popular as they entered middle school. Greg wanted to be higher on the popularity scale and thought part of the problem was that his best friend wasn’t very cool. So, he suggested Rowely change his uncool ways and was determined to help change his friend. Because Greg couldn’t accept Rowely as is, he almost lost his best friend.

Have you ever done that? Have you ever tried to change your friends to be something they’re not? Have you ever been mean to others just because they’re different? Maybe you made fun of the kid who is short, wears glasses or has big feet. You tear him down to make yourself look cool. Or maybe, like Greg, you’re sort of embarrassed by one of your friends who isn’t so cool. Have you ever chosen friends based on how popular or cool they are? You feel better about yourself and get a feeling of importance if the cool people accept you.  

If you’ve experienced any of these examples, then today’s message is for you. Let’s take a look into the Bible and see what Jesus can teach us about ACCEPTANCE.

[Slide 2 - Matthew 8:1–4; Part 1)

Read Matthew 8:1–4 (Message)

“Jesus came down the mountain with the cheers of the crowd still ringing in his ears. Then a leper appeared and went to his knees before Jesus, praying, "Master, if you want to, you can heal my body."

[Slide 3 - Matthew 8:1–4; Part 2]

“Jesus reached out and touched him, saying, "I want to. Be clean." Then and there, all signs of the leprosy were gone. Jesus said, "Don't talk about this all over town. Just quietly present your healed body to the priest, along with the appropriate expressions of thanks to God. Your cleansed and grateful life, not your words, will bear witness to what I have done." 

Knowing more about leprosy helps us to fully understand what’s going on. Leprosy is a disease that affects the skin, nerves, limbs and eyes. It is highly contagious, and in Jesus’ time there was no known cure. If someone got it back then, they were most likely rejected by their family, friends, and others. They were often forced to leave their home and community and live in leper colonies away from everyone else.  

If you had leprosy, life as you had known it would have changed instantly. If you were Jewish, the priest would pronounce you “unclean” and you would not be able to worship God in the temple. You would have no more contact with your mom, dad, brothers, sisters or friends. You would be isolated, lonely, and would feel a deep sense of rejection by others.  

This is how the leper who came to Jesus felt. He was desperate to be healed. He was craving to live among his family, friends and community once again. He wanted healing and acceptance.

I love what Jesus does first, “Jesus reached out and touched him...” Jesus touched him first. I believe that was on purpose. By touching him he was communicating love and acceptance. Something the leper hadn’t felt in a really long time. It is probable the leper hadn’t felt human touch since getting the disease. How long had it been; six months, a year, five years, ten years or more? Who knows! Can you imagine going that long without anyone hugging or even touching you? Imagine going that long with everyone rejecting you and no one wanting to have anything to do with you!

I believe in that moment Jesus met the deepest part of the leper’s soul. He was saying that the leper had value as a human being. He was worth embracing. He was worth a touch. He was communicating love to him.  

Next, the leper was healed! I can only imagine the rush and excitement the leper experienced. Right before his eyes, the disease vanished. Wow! Jesus not only showed him acceptance but offered him healing. He would once again be with friends and family no longer experiencing the pain of rejection. God is a good God, isn’t He?

______________________________________________________________________

Glass of Water Illustration

Supplies: Table with two clear glasses of water. One glass has clean fresh water in it and the other has dirt in it.

Say: If you had just run a mile with no water to drink, which cup of water would you choose? Why? (get a few responses) [Hold up the clear water] We would choose the clear water over the dirty water because the dirty water is nasty. Who wants to drink that? Well, when Jesus touched the leper he got dirty. He saw the dirt and chose to embrace the dirty one. He wanted to make it clean again.

______________________________________________________________________

We can all learn something from Jesus’ example. We can choose to accept others no matter what. We can choose to make friends based on who people are instead of their level of popularity. We can choose to not put down or make fun of those who are different. We can choose to accept others “as is.” We can choose to stick up for the kids others are making fun of.

[Slide 4 - Bottom Line]

The Bottom Line: Accept everyone and reject no one.

Greg, in Diary of a Wimpy Kid, finally decided to accept his friend “as is.” Jesus showed the leper acceptance by touching him. I challenge you to make an effort to show acceptance to everyone and reject no one. Who will you show acceptance to this week? How will you do it?
[Slide 5 - Closing Slide]

SMALL GROUP

Play the following activity as a large group and then break up into small groups for discussion.

The activity: Players spread out throughout the room. The leader says a number and body part. The number instructs players to get into groups of that many players and the body part instructs them how to connect with each other. For example, if the leader calls out three elbow, then players get together in groups of three touching elbows. For each round, those who didn’t get in a group of the correct number of player are eliminated. Continue playing until you have only two remaining players.

The point: You experienced rejection in the activity we just played. In each round, players were eliminated because they didn’t get in a group. When others reject us, it hurts. So, remember this week to reject no one and accept everyone.

Discuss the following questions in small group:

1. In the activity we just played, how did it feel when you were left out of the group? How is that like or unlike when you’re rejected by others?
2. How do others your age reject or put down others? 
3. Do you find it easy or hard to accept your classmates “as is”? Explain.
4.  Have you ever been embarrassed by a friend, like Greg from Diary of a Wimpy Kid? Explain.
5.  If you were the leper, what would be going through your mind as Jesus reached out to touch and to heal you?
6.  Who can you choose to accept “as is” this week? How can you show acceptance to him/her?
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