
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

PIZZA – MOVIE (at the theatre) – BOWLING – KARAOKE (American Idol)

Its three events in one!  This is one of our most successful fun nights we’ve ever done because it has a lot of elements that preteens absolutely love!   They love pizza, the movies, bowling, karaoke, hanging out with their friends, staying up late and sleepovers.  It’s sure to be a hit!

Pizza – As preteens arrive to church have pizza and drinks available.  Usually most pizza places will give you a discount if you make a large order.

Movie – Transport preteens to a movie theatre close to your church.  It is exciting for preteens to go to the theatre, especially when it is with lots of their friends.  We pre-purchased snack packs for everyone.  Snack packs are specifically made for kids.  They each have one drink, candy, and popcorn.  To simplify it, all drinks were the same flavor.  Most theaters have some sort of a version of snack packs.  It is a real easy way to do snacks/drinks with a large group.  If you can rent out the theatre, do it.  If not, make sure to all sit together in one section.

Bowling – Transport preteens from the movie theatre to the bowling alley.  Have them bowl for about two hours.  Bumpers in the lanes are a good idea.  Make sure to get their shoe size on the registration form beforehand.  It’s a lot easier.  Also, most bowling lanes require socks to be worn.  So, put that in your flyer ahead of time.

Karaoke – Call it American Idol if you want! Transport preteens back to church.  Rent a karaoke machine at a local dealer.  Do a google search in your area to find out who has one available.  Set it up beforehand.  Have three leaders be the judges or get three outgoing preteens to be the judges.  Hand out one song list to everybody and form a line at the front of the stage of those who want to perform.  Have preteens come up alone or in groups to sing their song.  After each song, have the judges make their comments.  You could do this just for fun or make it competitive.  To make it competitive have the audience vote for their favorite on an index card.  At the end, have everyone fill out their favorite.  Tally it up and announce the winner.  You could stretch this out as long or short as you want to.

TIPS:

· We had about 100 preteens attend.  But you could do this event up to 200, maybe even more.
· Substitute a swim party instead of the bowling or the movie.  Give preteens about 1 ½ hours to swim.  Let them mostly just swim, but feel free to play some fun swim games.
· It’s most successful as part of a sleepover, but could be an all day event.
· Take pictures of preteens and post them on your ministry’s website or on a bulletin board in your group’s room.  You could also put together a photo album of the event or create a Power Point slide show for preteens to watch at weekend services.
· We did the event of a Friday night.  If you don’t, name it Saturday Night Live, Sunday Night Live, or whatever night of the week you do it.
· Make sure to have boys/girls sleep in separate rooms and as far away from each other as possible.
· To help preteens dial down and go to sleep after the Karaoke Contest, split them up in their perspective rooms.  Have them get out their pillows, sleeping bags or blankets.  Girls will probably want to get in their PJ’s and get ready for bed and boys don’t really care.  Once everyone is settled, put in a DVD and most will be asleep in less than a half an hour.  Once the movie is over, anyone still awake goes asleep.  Yeah, it is two movies in one night.  But like I said, most go to sleep right away…so its not technically two movies.
· Preview all the karaoke songs beforehand.  Eliminate any songs that are inappropriate.  
· We used 3 school buses to transport everyone from place to place.  They are usually very accommodating and are pretty cheap if places are in close proximity.
· For safety purposes it is a good idea to have some volunteers at the doorway of the theatre to escort preteens to the bathroom if they need to use it.  You really don’t want preteens to go to the bathroom unsupervised because you never know what could happen in a public restroom.
· Break up preteens into groups of 8-10 with one leader who stays with them all night long.  The leader is responsible for his/her group throughout the event. 

